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I have been teaching for the past five years both online and in-person.  I host a variety of classes from art and business, design, to working with algae and mycelium as 
well as developing historical painting palettes inspired by Leonardo da Vinci and artists who used plant based pigments up until the mid-1800's when synthetics were 
introduced.  For the last four years I have participated in the Yale University Teacher Leadership Program. This is a cohort of teaching artists who work with the museums 
collections to further deepen our teaching methodologies. I work exclusively with plant-based materials and natural dyes, embracing processes that are renewable, 
biodegradable, and deeply connected to the environment. By incorporating recycled and repurposed materials, I extend the life of existing resources and reduce waste, 
allowing each piece to carry both a history and a renewed purpose. My practice is rooted in mindfulness—working slowly, intentionally, and with respect for the natural 
cycles that provide the materials I use. Every stage of the process, from sourcing to making, reflects a commitment to minimizing environmental impact while celebrating 
the beauty and resilience of the natural world. Sustainability is not simply a consideration within my work; it is the foundation of my creative philosophy, shaping both the 
objects I create and the values they embody.  Ancient Kitchen is the research component of my practice. Ancient Kitchen explores the history of color, color's origin story, 
tracing its use from ancient times to today, suggesting that  plants are not only sources of beauty, but also records of human history, science, medicine, and culture. My 
classes and student projects can be viewed on my website. 

TEACHING: Summary

EDUCATIONAL HISTORY
Cornish College of the Arts: The Bachelor of Fine Arts in Design program is structured in 
two phases that develop both technical skills and creative practice. The first two years 
focus on foundational instruction, followed by two years of self-directed study that 
encourage independent exploration and professional growth. My foundational 
coursework included color theory, art history, drawing, and painting, as well as classes 
on adobe creative suite and visual language provided a strong artistic and conceptual 
base. During my senior year, I developed and presented my B.F.A. exhibition while 
serving as class president. In this leadership role, I facilitated development meetings, 
coordinated my classmates throughout the planning process, and organized our senior 
B.F.A. exhibition.

Bachelor of Fine Art in Design                               (1994-1998) 

In 2006 I initiated my graduate work with New York University working towards a 
masters in visual art administration. After my first year I was provided an award to 
transfer to Schiller International University to purse study with their institution. 

Masters Visual Art Administration                         (2006-2007)

In 2007 I was offered the Benjamin Franklin award to transfer to Germany to pursue a 
masters in International Business. In my first year we went through modules of 
multinational marketing, international business, research methodologies and 
economics for business. In my second year I continued taking classes and was 
primarily focused on the development of my thesis which was published and argued 
successfully in May of 2009. 

Masters of International Business                        (2007-2009)

maria@soil2surface.com @soil2surface
www.soil2surface.com

AWARDS
Robert Rauschenberg Medical 
Emergency Cycle 35. NYFA. 
2026

01

Environmental Commission, 
Bloomington, IN, Award, 2023.04

Artist Achievement Award, 
UCLA, California Arts Council. 
2023.03

DeHaan Artist of Distinction 
Award, 2025.02

WORK EXPERIENCE: Summary

Art: www.soil2surface.com  Design: www.culturedsocial.org

ADDRESS SOCIAL MEDIA

In 2000 I founded What Is Art - What Is Sound initially an arts collective of 11 artists. In just three years the collective grew into a non-profit founded in 13 
countries and 28 cities around the world. This work led to initiating graduate study with New York University with the Visual Art Administration program. Since 
2009 I began consulting with a variety of Silicon Valley Companies such as; Cisco, The Clorox Company and 11 of their brands including Brita, Burt's Bees, Fresh 
Step, Green Works, Hidden Valley Ranch, Kings ford Charcoal and a variety of other American brands. I have also designed for other brand clients like Victoria 
Secret Inc. and individual Hollywood celebrity clients such as Laura Dahl Fashion, Tom Franco, David Letterman, Boy George, and a variety of visual and performing 
artists.  I later moved into arts management and served artists by designing their websites, developing strategy, managing social media and securing exhibitions 
along with communications publications and brand positioning. 

www.culturedsocial.org/about

www.soil2surface.com

https://www.soil2surface.com/
https://www.culturedsocial.org/about
https://www.soil2surface.com/
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Art & Exhibition: Summary

SWOPE Art Museum, 82nd Wabash Valley Exhibition, October - January 2027, Terre Haute, IN, group
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Awards, Residency & Teaching Summary

Ignite Artist in Residency, AIR, Hamilton Public Library, East 
Fishers. I develop a sustainable program for youth of all ages. The 

Artist in resident program is from May - August of 2026.
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